
November 30, 2009 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

·' .. 75 Hawthorn.e Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

Dear Commµnity Member:· 

In December 2008~ ari EPA fact s]j¢et announced the availability Qf the Technical Assistance 
Services for Communitie? (TASC) program for its.,,work at the· Santa· Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFt). The. TA:SC is funded ahd managed under a n~~ion~l EPA contract, ~d provides an 
indeperid~qt en:vironI11t:nlal expert tQ a~si&t the comm1,mity to un4.erst~d EPA's work and 

,r provide input into the proc~ss. · · 

Initially, two groups made fofrn:;il e~ptes&iOP.$ of interest in r~eiving TASC servjces, followed. 
h1ter by · a . thirQ ·group. Th.rough . numerQUS discussions wi~h various active members of the · 
commuriity, EPA le¥l}ed that there was opposition to T ASC. 

On May 27, 2099, .a TASC informational meeting was attended by a:TASC contractor and many 
cominunity members who expressed strongly-held opposing viewpoints. · While. some attenl:iees 
suppoited· TASC and wahted · to receiv~ TAS.C services, others were opposed to T ASC being 
made ~vail.a.ble to ar:iy io_up; · : · · · · 

Some attendee~. qu¢stioned .ihe TASGprogfam's ability t9 find an ind,ependent technical advisor 
suffid~ritly qualifit1rto revf~w· the:highly t¢¢1mical radiQlogi¢al documents. Otbyrs claimed that 
the ~xisting SSFL . Ititer~ge.n~y w or~group ~as sufficient _to ~eet their i'ieeds and protested the 
additional mee\in.gs t~ey W6~l(h~v~ i-R au~q, So~e W~fj;l conc~med t~at T ASC wotild: not be 

·. focus~d \jn E~A' s wor( .. put . 911 lorig--4.e.b~l~d ~durces of t1ie original contamination and 
challenges about cl~ime4 pasf \ler~]\h ~,npµ,cts. . · . . . - ·: . . 

EPA spent consi~e~a~1~·.tiril~.:c{his,iieririg all of the coµunents .r~c~ivcd · at .the informational 
. meeting, and through :phone pall,$,_ ~d d~r~ct conv.ersatiOQS. EPA attempted to find a process to 
. provide TASC service~ thaiwas irtcfosive of various persp~ftiv~s whil~ ·addressing concerns. 

i 
. 'Bcl~ed . on signJficant oppdsitiqn. to . T ASVC, . EPA RegjQQ . IX has. decided ngt to provide TASC 
service§ for it§ 'n{di6Iogita(sµfyey work at the SSFL, at· ihe present time. EPA remains ·open to 
providi~g'TA,~9. servic~fi(a{appr.Q"[>nate process can be ~stablished or potentially folded into 
lhe ·p1,1blic participation .efforts pf the State agency that has lead· respcmsibility f(!r the cleanup, _) 
DTSC. 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

s~~ 
David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
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